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Our Towns & Schools
Taino now enjoy resurgence of culture

VALERIE LAROBARDIER
FOR THE POUGHKEEFSIE JOURNAL

Editor's note: This is
the third in a series of col-
ummns on the history of the
Schaghticoke First Na-
tions which, in tner-
ship with the Town of Do-
ver, is hosting a Unity
Gathering in  Wingdale
with a cultural heritage
Sestival June 4.

“Pummean weeche
neen netomp”
Walk with me, my

Sriend { Algoniquiarn)

Emmy award-winning
flmmaker Alex Zacarias’
documentary “Taino Da-
ca (I Am)" presents the
Taine's strugple to reaf-
firm their identity and
culture today, despite his-
torians  ervonecusly re-
cording them as extinct
more than 400 years ago.
Though they were “writ-
ten out of history”™ they
have found a way to
“write themselves back
"

Under the leadership
of people like Kasike
{chief} Roberto Mukaro
Borrero, the Taino now
enjoy aresurgenceof avi-
brant and robust cultural
heritage preserving their
spiritual traditions, lan-
guage and identity over
the wide geographic area
in which they find them-
selves today. Borrero is a
musician, cultural con-
sultant, human rights ac-
tivist, U.N. delegate and is
recognized as a foremost
authority on Taino cul-
ture. He will be speaking
at the June 4 Intertribal
Unity Gathering.

The film received a
standing ovation at its ad-
vance screening May 15,
where it was presented in
conjunetion with the 15th
Session of the United Na-
tions Permanent Forum
on Indigenous Issues, and
co-sponsored by the Unit-
ed Confederation of Taino
People and the NGO Com-
mittee on the Rights of In-
digenous Peaples as a
fundraiser for the 2016
East Coast Peace and Dig-
nity Run,

At the heart of the
struggle is the survival of
indigenous cultures and
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Damon Gerard Corrie, left, is heir to the Hereditary Chieftaincy
af the Eagle Clan Lekono-Arawaks of Guyana, and Sachem
Robert Hawk Storm Birch is Hereditary Chief of Schaghticoke

First Mations.

the importance of associ-
ated human rights. But
what defines indigenous
peoples and what are
those rights?

According to Martinéz
Cobo's report to the U.N.
Subcommission on  the
Prevention of Discrimi-
nation  of Minoritles
(1986), indigenous peo-
ples may be identified as
“_.. those which, having a
historical continuity with
pre-invasion and pre-co-
lonial secieties that devel-
oped on their territories,
consider themselves dis-
tinet from other sectors
of the societles now pre-
valling in those territo-
ries, or parts of them.
They form at present non-
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Grandmather is a title of respect used lor elders who help
wiith cultural snd spiritual affalrs. Pictured are grandmaothers
Vanessa Inarunikia, left to right, Karaira Gandia and Aya
Soto-Avilies.

dominant sectors of soci-
ety and are determined to
preserve, develop  and
transmit to future genera-
tions their ancestral terri-
tories, and their ethnic
identity, as the basis of
their continued existence
as peoples, in accordance
with thelr own cultural
patterns, social institu-
tioms and legal systems.”

The concepts of self-
identification and self-de-
termination are not easily
understood. One finds it
difficult to imagine that a
people could be told they
no longer exist. And yet it
& happening today for
many cultures. Taino Ka-
sike Roberto Borrero and
Schaghticoke  Sachem

A the Doejay
Serenn) evtary

ng af
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Filmmaker Alex Zacarias, left, stands with Roberio Borrero,

chief af Taina.

Hawk Storm in that re-
spect are brothers, and
they do view themselves
in this way. Both cultures
have experienced diaspo-
ra and inaccurate histori-
cal portrayal, yet both are
now experiencing resur-
gence. This resurgence is
one of reaffirming one's
culture and identity and
gaining a rightful voice to
advocate  for  human

rights, peace and dignity,
and addressing climate
change.

“This is about the right
toaffirm who we are as in-
digenous peoples,

the
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original nations of these
lands. Our right to self-de-
termination is an Inherent
human right recognized
by the governments who
make up the United Na-
tions, including the U.5-
.. Borrero said.

Storm said, “This is a
story that hodes true for
s0 many nations across
the world. We call it paper
genocide, or writing us
into extinction. Schools
teach about us in past
tense, the federal recog-
nition system is used to
pit native against native
and abolish self-determi-
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Tai Pellicier, United
Confederation of Taino
Peogple, is a delegate 1o the
United Nations.

nation. Until this year
they have used blood
quantiim as a means to de-
termine who is and who
isn't native, forcing tribal
disenrollment and split-
ting of families, thus di-
viding ws further, Cur
lands that we have been
moved to have heen so de-
stroyed by poisoned wa-
ter coming in, mining
around us and severe en-
croachment, forcing us to
move, All allowing the
colonizers to claim we no
longer exist. It is time to
decolonize,  “re-indige-
nize,” and not just talk
about self-determination
but be self-determinart,
fully embrace who we are
and write ourselves hack
in. 1 am Schaghticoke, I
am Algonquin! Wanishi-
i

Valerie LaRobardier is
a professional  genealo-
rist, Town of Dover co-his-
torfan, member of the
Schaghticoke First Na-
tions tribe and serves as
the tribal genealogist.
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